
FY21 LWCF Grant Workshop Questions and Answers 
Will this presentation be available for download? 
Yes 
 
Is the paper application due at the same time as the electronic submission or can it be sent 
later? 
The electronic application must be received by the application deadline of February 1, 2021 at 
3:00 pm.  The hard copy may be mailed later. 
 
Are nonprofit land trusts able to apply independently from a municipal applicant? 
No.  Municipalities with up-to-date Open Space and Recreation Plans, the Departments of Fish 
and Game and Conservation and Recreation, and federally-recognized tribes are eligible to 
apply.  A land trust may partner with one of these entities on a project, however. 
 
Are trail design projects eligible, or just trail development?  
Trail design alone is not an eligible project, but trail design with development is eligible. 
 
Can LWCF acquired recreation land be held by a Parks & Recreation Department? 
Yes  
 
Can in-kind services be a portion of the applicant’s share, even though it is non-reimbursable?  
No.  Reimbursements are solely based on the receipt of invoices and canceled checks and 
multiplying the total receipts by the grant’s reimbursement rate. 
 
Does heat map standards for recreation projects apply to both the creation of parks and the 
renovation of existing parks? 
Yes 
 
Is a grant with a lower project cost or lower reimbursement percentage more competitive?   
Not necessarily, however, if there is a small amount of money left in the LWCF account, a 
project with a lower rating that requires less money may be able to “jump ahead” of a more 
expensive project with a better rating. 
 
For a project with a combination of acquisition, design, and construction, would the project 
deadline be December 2022? 
It would be December 2023.  However, it would be preferable to have an application solely for 
acquisition, followed by a separate application for park development. 
 
Does an acquisition project have to have a Purchase and Sale Agreement at the time of the 
grant deadline? 
No  
 
Are Mass Trails grants eligible to be used as the municipality’s portion of the funds? 
Yes 



 
Does an acquisition application have to have an appraisal? 
Yes 
 
Is outreach required for an acquisition application? 
All applications should have some sort of outreach done prior to submission so that it’s clear 
that the project is supported by the community’s residents.  This is especially important in 
Environmental Justice Neighborhoods where enhanced outreach should be performed.  Due to 
COVID, there is flexibility with what this could look like.  If you have specific questions, please 
be in touch with Melissa Cryan at melissa.cryan@mass.gov. 
 
Will LWCF grants be offered annually? 
Presuming the Commonwealth receives its apportionment letter from Congress on a yearly 
basis, yes.  In fact, if we receive enough funds from Congress, there is the possibility of having 
two grant rounds per year. 
 
Are trails and boardwalks built with LWCF required to be accessible to people with 
disabilities? 
Yes, as all construction must abide by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
When is the funding available if a grant is awarded? 
As soon as a contract is signed with the grantee.  A specific date, at this point in time, is 
unknown. 
 
Can you share more information on what a completed OSRP means. Does it need to have 
been reviewed and accepted by a town’s Select Board or can it be submitted for review 
simultaneously with the grant application?  
An Open Space and Recreation Plan may be in draft form at the application deadline.  A draft 
contains all of the nine required sections.  The public participation process must be complete 
and no further edits to Sections 6-9 be made.  Minor edits to Sections 1-5 may be made after 
submission, such as numerical updates to population data.  The required letters of review, 
including the Select Board letter, may be submitted later. 
 
Is there a size limit to the attachments with the application email? Could the email have a link 
to dropbox or similar file sharing website? 
The attachment size limit is about 20 MB, but dropbox or another file sharing website is 
perfectly acceptable as well. 
 
Could conservation planning projects be eligible (or only the eventual acquisition)? Such as 
preliminary research/analysis, etc.  
LWCF grants are only for the acquisition of land, not the planning process of acquisition. 
 
Can grant funds be used to procure property from DCR? 
No. 
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Is there any "how-to" or template for the Yellow Book appraisal application process? 
No, as there isn’t an application process for an appraisal.  Please be in contact with Melissa 
Cryan at melissa.cryan@mass.gov by December 30th if you plan on applying for an acquisition 
project to coordinate the appraisal process.  She can be of further assistance with any questions 
you may have about appraisals. 
 
Would an existing trail also have to meet ADA standards if we want to put up signs with LWCF 
money? 
An application solely for trail signage would not be competitive.  An application should be for 
both trail construction and signage.  The trails constructed with LWCF funding would have to 
satisfy all ADA requirements. 
 
May we use any appraiser who can do a yellow book appraisal? 
Any Yellow Book-certified appraiser may be used to complete an appraisal.  For a list of certified 
appraisers, please be in touch with Melissa Cryan at melissa.cryan@mass.gov. 
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